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=™ " Lock, Key and Barrel

. Most cars nowadays have several key-operated locks; a sad sign of the
- These sometimes ﬁ uwﬂ;wﬁ!linﬂ- ing 10 work, or freezing up

- The most common problem is that the lock sticks or does not work.
Squirting WD40 or similar into it will relieve the problem temporarily, but this will
wash all the lubricant out, and the lock will freeze in winter. The body of the
barrel is zinc alloy, and the tumblers are brass or plated steel. Moisture causes
electrolytic corrosion due to the dissimilar metals, once all the grease has gone. To
cure this, remove the lock barrel. Barrels are held dnt their housings by a laich
which resembles an extra tumbler. The exact method depends on its use, but once
the housing has been removed, a small hole should be visible, inlo which a scriber
or similar can be inserted to push back the laich. Wash the paris in petrol (usual
precautions !) and dry them. Lubricate with petroleum jelly or thick grease, pushed
well into the tumbler slots, and reassemble. Sometimes barrels fall out because the
latch is sticking or has fallen out.

. Making barrels fit keys,

“If you have to replace a barrel, it is quite possible to make it fit your
existing key. Prerequisites are a good eye and ‘a steady hand, and preferably a
supply of old lock barrels of the same make. Siwart by washing the barrel clean, 5
then removing the tumblers. Locate the side of the barrel where the spring holes
are visible - we shall refer 1o this as the wp for convenience. .
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Each time you find such a tumbler, remove the key and fit it into the
barrel. There is a knack in doing this. Smear the wumbler with grease, and insert
so the spring slot is half in. Then, insert the spring, lower end first, gently
compress it, and engage the top on the triangular projection in the siot. Then push
the tumbler in, and when the key is inseried again, it should be flush. Repeat this
until all tumblers have been fitled. In an emergency, you could leave one out, at
the expense of security. Smear outside of barrel with grease and refit.



