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CHAIRMAN’S HAVERS 

Hope you all had a good Christmas 
and a very Happy New Year to 
everyone. 
 
Pat & Dicky will have the best 
Christmas present possible, with 
Dicky planned to come home for 
good before Christmas. I know eve-
ryone in the Club will want to join in 
wishing them an extremely good 
and very Happy New Year. 
 
There was a good gathering for 
Carlesgill Capers. It seemed to go 
well, apart from a high road over 
the moor.   One way the lovely 
views, (and where the road went!) 
were blocked out by bright low sun 
in our eyes and the other way by 
thick white mist!  C'est la vie ! 
 
The AGM is getting closer. Hope 
we may see lots of first time AG 
Mers, as well as those of you who 
always try to come to this important 
event in the Club's calendar. Come 
and have your say, stand for Com-
mittee posts, get your views heard 
and make a difference! We need 
the ideas of all Areas and members 
to have a good AGM. It 's also a 
weekend that’s great fun! The 
booking procedure is slightly 
changed, see Howard's information 
on this. 
 
The Summer camp looks as though 
it's going to be a very popular 
event --so keep the bookings com-
ing in. We do want that C.S.E. 
chartered Steam Train! 

More planning is taking place for 
the Round Britain Relay in 2015. All 
Area Reps have been sent prelimi-
nary details of what will be needed, 
if their Areas are going to join in. 
Hopefully they have been in touch 
with their Members to discuss this. 
In each Area it will need some co-
ordination to get things together. 
This could be done by the Rep  or 
by another member. The various 
tasks of setting out suggested 
routes, places to stay, places to 
meet and publicity could all be 
done by different Members. 
 
In large Areas, such as the South 
West and Scotland Frozen North 
things may well have to be broken 
down into sections, with different 
Members sorting them out. The 
driving distance through Scotland 
will probably be equal to that of 
England and then there's Wales, 
another large  country! Hopefully 
it's all going to come together!! 
 
If you are interested in helping or 
taking  part  let your Rep know as 
soon as you can. There will be 
more information in the next Flat 
Out, and this will be going on the 
Web and the Forum. That seems to 
be all my news.  
 
Hope to meet up with you at the 
AGM. Keep driving in the snow. 

             Jennie 
 

    000  000 
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GENERAL SEC’S NOTES 
for January - February 2014 

Hello fellow car creators... 
 
By the time you read this the retail ther-
apy season will have come and gone... I 
hope you all had a lovely time and I hope 
all your gift givers remembered to keep 
the receipts so you can change that bot-
tle of smelly stuff or those seasonal 
socks for something really useful... such 
as a nice set of spare spark plugs or a 
spare coil or even that electronic ignition 
unit you keep promising yourself... or, 
even a car fire extinguisher..!  
 
Well, do you all carry one? A fire extin-
guisher I mean. It occurred to me last 
summer to so equip my special. I know 
that insurance policies are supposed to 
cover such pyrotechnic disasters, but do 
they? I had an unsuccessful struggle to 
get a previous insurance company to 
agree to a sensible total loss valuation. If 
you add up the true cost of building a 
special (the one that the purchase au-
thorisation department never knows) the 
usual amount that the insurance com-
pany is willing to cough up goes no-
where near covering a like for like re-
placement. So some sort of fire preven-
tion must be a good idea. £20 to £40 is 
all it costs to avoid watching helplessly 
as your pride and joy is reduced to a 
lump of carbon. 
 
On to a lighter note; now days are start-
ing to get longer, it’s time to get that 
2014 wall planner filled in with those 
really important dates...car runs...and 
CSC club stuff..! So first on the agenda, 
the AGM. I have been absolutely inun-
dated with zero committee nomination 
forms, so please, why don’t you consider 
standing for a post. All except that of 
Chairman are open at every AGM. This 
time we are in urgent need of area reps 
for South East, North East, North Wales 
and West Midlands. Even more impor-
tantly our Magazine Editor and Member-
ship Secretary, Geoff and Carole are 

standing down so we really do need 
nominees for these key posts. Without 
an editor Flat Out will cease and without 
a Mem Sec the queue of people waiting 
to join will become like a black Friday 
mob in Tesco!    
 
So, don’t forget to get your accommoda-
tion booked for this great weekend 
March 14th to 16th, or just come for the 
meeting, it’s important... your club needs 
you...  
 
Finally please note that the number for 
the Longmynd Hotel has changed from 
that published in the last issue. The 
number is 01694 722244 and the direct 
booking line is 0845 470 7558. Also after 
some confusion with the reservation de-
partment of HF Holidays (the owners of 
the Longmynd) we can confirm that your 
booking can be secured with a £25 de-
posit, it is not necessary to pay the 
whole amount. The balance must be 
paid before 2 weeks from the date of the 
booking commencement.   
 
Next up...Summer Camp... Bookings are 
coming in steadily now so don’t delay, 
shade in June 20th to 23rd on your wall 
planner and send off your booking form 
to Don Dalton. This is going to be a CSC 
Cumbrian Classic. I wonder what Words-
worth would have written at the sight of a 
host of colourful cyclecars cruising 
around the hills and Lakes of this unique 
region..? 
 
Which reminds me; my knife edges have 
been squeaking recently... no that does-
n’t mean a call to the doctor, just a cou-
ple of hours playing with my grease 
gun...I go outside to the garage now, I 
may be some time! 
 
Bye for now. 
Happy New Year 

                     Howard        
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So here it) is. Maison 
du rédacteur (de 
l'éditeur.  Mid Summer 
on the Norfolk Marshes 
(no I jest). I think it was 
a bit later in the year.  
Notice the predominant 
colour grey.  A place to 
warm the cockles of 
your heart.  The only 
cockles round here are 
the shells dug up in the 
garden and fields.  A hundred years 
ago this was sea bed.  A place to be 
depressed and miserable for six 
months of the year.  When March 
comes you think you can see the end 
of the tunnel, but it’s only another lost 
soul coming the other way carrying a 
torch. 
 
Still enough of this piffle.  Rejoice, 
from October next year your problems 
of where to put the tax disc will be 
over.  After all these years it is now 
considered redundant.  All those cam-
eras you see, all the technology, all 
the cock ups that will probably go with 
it.  Remember if your car is away from 
home for whatever reason and the in-
surance runs out you must re-insure or 
SORN it otherwise you’ll get a snotty 
letter from the DVLA. 
 
The Federation of British Historic Vehi-
cles are still running articles about EU 
Roadworthiness Testing and I’m not 
really sure how it will affect kit cars.  
As you are probably aware the conti-
nentals don’t reckon too much on kit 
cars so let’s hope there aren’t any sur-
prises for us in the latest Regulations.  
I think politicians hire people to come 
up with ways of annoying the general 
public for fun.  They certainly earn 

their money. 
 
Now for something much more seri-
ous.  Consider Flat Out never being 
seen again after the AGM.  Perhaps 
not a bad thing because it’ll save the 
Club money.  Oxuniprint are unlikely to 
go out of business because they no 
longer have to print it, but will you miss 
it not coming though the post?  Proba-
bly a lot of you will  have your forum to 
go to whenever you want to  A lot 
quicker and less cumbersome than a 
magazine, more modern too -  can’t 
keep living in the past.  But, you know, 
it says something about a Club with a 
magazine.  Gives more body to the 
Club - a Club that knows where it’s go-
ing.  A Club that must be doing some-
thing right.  Except it’s not - it’s falling 
to bits.  Only a handful of Reps write 
reports, no posts get filled at the AGM, 
apathy rules. 
 
Some fingers need pulling if we are to 
continue another 25 years. 
 
More Vitriol in the next issue but in the 
mean time I hope you had a Merry 
Christmas and I wish you all a Happy 
New Year 

                      Geoff 

Editorial 
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South:                    The Cricketers Arms Pub,  Chestnut Avenue, Chandlers Ford 
                               (Eastleigh), Hants.  Last Sunday of the month, 12 noon. 
 
                               The Foresters Arms, Kirdford, Billingshurst, West Sussex.   
                               Tel:  01403 820205.  2nd Sunday of the month 12 noon. 
                               RH14 0ND 
 
South West:           The Live & Let Live Frampton Cotterell nr. Bristol. 3rd Monday 
                               of the month.  Tel: Derek 01454 250959. 
                               The Borough Arms, Bodmin, 2nd Monday each month. 
 
North West            2nd Saturday each month from 1.30pm onwards. 
                               The Bowling Green on the A49 at Charnock Richard 
                               PR7 4LA      Malcolm Hopwood   01253 854363 
                                           
Cotswolds             1st Sunday of the month.  12 noon. Hunters Inn, Longdon.    
                               Contact John Walker.  Tel: 01789 266065 
 
East Midlands       12 noon, last Sunday in the month (unless this clashes with an  
(East Coast Sub    event)  Bainland Country Park, Woodhall Spa,  Lincolnshire. 
Group)                    It is suggested that casual or first time visitors contact           
                               David Field (01522 753372) before travelling in case of an   
                               event clash. 
 
East Midlands:       4th Sunday of the month at Sibbertoft Gliding Centre from 11am 

. (Mid Shires Sub       2nd Wednesday of the month at the Wharf  at Welford  12pm                  
Group)                     Please phone Jim to confirm interest or to offer any other  
                                  suggestions.   
                                  email: jim.barry@ntlworld.com or telephone 01536 724512   
            
East Anglia:           The Horseshoes, Billingford (A143)   second Sunday of the   
                               month, 12.00 for 12.30 pm. Please phone as  numbers need to  
                               be confirmed.  Dennis Page   Tel:  01502 713498  
                               
North Thames:      The Airfield, Galleria Site, Lemsford, Comet Way, Hatfield,  
                               Herts.  AL10 0DA.  First Sunday of the month, October to April 
                               from 12 noon.  Vic Braybrook     Tel:  01487 208927 
 
North Wales &      2nd Sunday each month in the bar at the Roman Way Hotel 
West Midlands:     Watling Street, Cannock, West Midlands.  WS11 1SH 
                               Contact:  Ray John (497J)       Tel: 01213 535550. 
 
East Kent              2nd Tuesday of the month from 19.30hrs. 
Meeting:                ‘The Haywain’   Bramling,  Near Canterbury CT3 1NR  
                               Food and Drink available. 
                               Contact:-  Ian Cheswright     Tel: 01303 250684               

Monthly Meetings 
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**** **** 
Once again 25 cars attended this meeting 
in Allouville-Bellefosse where we were wel-
comed enthusiastically. Several new mem-
bers joined us and Kevin Phipps won an 
award for ‘My Favourite Car’ presented by 
the Mayor of Cauxdebec.  Kevin had al-
lowed a Bride and Groom to have their 
photos taken in the car at the Marie in 
Cauxdebec on the Saturday and the Mayor 
remembered it.  Don Eden once again won 
an award, this year for the most polished 
car!  As a group we were awarded the tro-
phy for most ‘Jolli’ Club 

The event was the same format as other 
years with the usual rides around the coun-
tryside, our group visited a chateau where 
violet wine was made. The owner (who 
loved the English!) had been a teacher and 
her talk sounded very interesting (must 

brush up on 
my French).  
She had us 
all sign a 
visitor’s book 
and write a 
poem if we 
could!.  

On Sunday 
after the 
static show, 
we pre-
s e n t e d 
R o g e r 
Devaux, the 

organiser of Caux Retro, a Twenty-fifth an-
niversary bar badge mounted on English 
Oak. (The village is renowned for its 400 
year Oak Tree which has two little chapels 
carved out of the centre.  

As usual the weather was fabulous. Peter 
and I spent Monday travelling southwards 
with John Birchmore to stay in his home 
near St Cristof.  When John bought the 
property it was almost derelict, it had been 
an old bakery and still had the bread oven. 
On our first visit, he   was renovating the 
ground floor but now he has put in three 

bedrooms en-suites and bathrooms it is 
lovely with views overlooking the country-
side. We visited Oradour sur Glane, 
nearby, where the inhabitants were killed 
by the SS during the war.  The village is 
now a memorial to the event and a new 
village has been built nearby.  With its visi-
tor centre it was a very moving experience 
nearly 60 years on, but it must have been 
very harrowing for visitors in the early days 
when everything was still fresh in the mind.  
We had a few relaxing days (I did anyway): 
another friend of Johns who also lives in 
France, came over to stay so we were able 
to spend some lovely evenings outside with 
a barbeque and games of cribbage. 

The list of participants for 2014 is nearly full 
with  everyone wanting to go again. 

If you wish to go to Caux Retro this year 
please let me know as soon as possible as 
I shall be sending Roger the bookings in 
January/February to make sure we get the 
accommodation we need.  

If you have your name on the list and can-
not go, also let me know please so we 
have time to sort out the accommodation. 

                          Carole Chitty  

             admin@citroenspecialsclub.co.uk 

                                  Tel:   01252 620128 

Caux Retro 
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The Cotswold Group has wound 
down for the winter with the cars 
tucked up in their garages. I do run 
mine every month and go for about  
ten to twenty miles to keep the battery 
charged up and to ensure that every 
thing is running okay. 
 
We don’t have very much to report; 
but I was at the Midlands Model Engi-
neering Exhibition in October and 
there in the reception area was a 
three wheeler car made in a gigantic 
Meccano set to celebrate 150 years 
of Meccano. It was built by Derek 
Waghorne and powered by a GS Cit-
roen engine. It does run but I don’t 
think that it has been submitted for its 
SVA or MOT, there are one or two 
sharp edges that I don’t think they 
would like. If you would like to know 
more go to:  
www.thegiantmeccanobuilder.weebly.

com  
Our next major event is the late 
Christmas/New Year Lunch which is 
on Sunday 2nd February at the Hunt-
ers Inn; if anyone would like to join us 
please let me know and you will be 
most welcome.  This is followed by 

another major event which is our April 
Camp at the Lower Lode 15th Century 
Riverside Inn on the 26th and 27th 
April 2014 at Forthampton just off the 
Tewkesbury road to Ledbury. This is 
a great site beside the river Severn 
with all amenities and a pub into the 
bargain. Please try and come we 
have ten pitches. 
  
Our events for 2014 are as follows: 
 
Sunday January 5th 2014 
Lunch at the Hunters Inn 
 
Sunday 2nd February Special New 
Years Lunch 
Please attend at the Hunters Inn 
 
Sunday 2nd March  
Lunch at the Hunters Inn 
 
Saturday/Sunday 26th/27th April 
Spring Camp and events at the Lower 
Lode Inn. 
 
Hunters Inn – see website for details. 

 

John and Rachel 

Cotswolds Chat         000000     000000 
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Talking a few months ago with Bob 
Raikes, he asked me whether I would 
take over from him as representative 
for the South Wales area. I attended a 
committee meeting the following 
month and for my sins this position 
was confirmed. 
   
  In South Wales we have only 9 
members from the west coast to New-
port and Welshpool, a distance of 
some 100 miles or so. This makes 
meeting together rather difficult. I 
think Bob probably found this a prob-
lem also. 
  
  I have however, arranged for our 
South Wales members to meet on 
Sunday 12th. January 2014 at 12.30 
p.m. at the Black Horse pub in Pon-
tardulais near Swansea, for Sunday 
lunch and a chat. If you are a South 
Wales member and have not received 
a letter, please come along. If you are 

just down here on holiday come along 
anyway, as long as there is not a foot 
of snow on the ground, I shall be 
there. 
 
   I hear that some of the members of 
the South Wales Vintage Motor Cycle 
Club have Lomaxes (presumably due 
to increasing age!) If you know any, 
ask them to come as well. We might 
be able to sign them up! 
  
  I am hoping to arrange some events 
for the new year such as runs out, 
classic car rallies, pub lunches and 
joining events in other areas. These, 
of course, will depend on interest 
shown. 
 
Peter Watts 
 
PS. I have since found out there are 
six Lomax owners in the S.W.V.M.C.
C., none of them in the C.S.C 

 

  Welsh Rarebit 

You can get in touch with Peter by emailing:    peterhwatts@hotmail.com 
Or telephone:  01554 820620 
Or writing:       The Old Vicarage, Mwrwg Rd, Llangennech,  Llanelli.  SA14 

 
Hi Geoff, 
 
You may wish to let the members know via the magazine that a total of £310.00 
was raised following the sale of videos of the 25th Anniversary. With gift aid 
this makes for a total of £396.00. 
The money goes towards the construction of smokeless ovens in rural Uganda. 
Please express my thanks to the generosity of the members in purchasing the 
videos.                                                     
                                                                                        Roy De Boise 

25th Anniversary Video 
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East Coasters 
Our October Monthly Meeting followed a 
week or more of blustery winds and heavy 
rain at times and was on the eve of the 
‘worst storm to hit the UK since 1987!!! 
Although it was useful to be pre-warned, 
for us particularly, it was somewhat of a 
‘storm in a teacup.’ However, our mem-
bers enjoyed our last but one get-together 
for 2013. The meeting gave us the oppor-
tunity to finalise the member and guest list 
for our ‘End of Season’ meal held at 
Bainland Country Park which followed in 
November.  

We had 22 members at the meal including 
regular and new members and the fiancé 
of the late Keith Bradshaw who has 
wished to retain the ties with the CSC 
Group which meant so much to Keith dur-
ing his time with us. A welcome hot drinks 
station was in operation and a nomination 
station for the Bagshaw Trophy as our 
members arrived. The digital projector 
was already running with a slideshow of 
140 photographs taken throughout the 
year at the various events we had at-
tended.  
 
Ian & Sandra Allaway had volunteered to 
run the raffle again which was a great help 
and as guests arrived, the table of do-
nated prizes built up. In addition, several 
items were brought to be auctioned later 
in the afternoon. After my brief welcome 
and introduction of new members and 

guests, it was straight into the Starter. We 
had a new Head Chef this year who had 
presented an interesting menu earlier in 
the year and which on the day seemed to 
cater for all tastes. I had no adverse com-
ments about the meal, in fact, several 
people said that the meal was better than 
last year! After the meal, it was time for 
me to look at the nominations posted for 
the award of the Bagshaw Trophy which is 
given annually to any member of the 

Group for any reason deserving of recog-
nition. For the first time ever, we had a tie 
and Andy Stafford won for the beautiful 
job he made of his rebuilt Lomax 223. The 
attention to detail and quality of the build 
is one of the best I have seen and I’m 
sure all will agree so Andy was presented 
with the Trophy for the first six months. 
Not before time John Davis has been rec-
ognised for his valuable assistance to me 
in the role of Events Coordinator. Not only 
that but John also offers ideas and other 
information which helps with the running 
of the Group. John will be presented with 
the Trophy at the May Monthly Meeting for 
the second half of the year. The raffle as 
always revealed a great deal of imagina-
tion with donated prizes which included 
the useful, the interesting, the bizarre and 
the naughty! An auction of donated items 
followed with five items available, the star 
item being a radio-controlled model heli-
copter! After some intense bidding, Mandy 
Cain bought both a petrol can and the Ra-
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dio-Controlled model Helicopter although 
there is no connection between the two as 
the Helicopter has an electric motor!   
            
Many of you will know of the Visa Trike 
designed and built by East Coaster Stan 
Dent (who won the Roy Bagshaw award 
at the ‘Bomber County Summer Gather-
ing’ in Lincolnshire.) Well, since that build, 
Stan has been plagued by a whine from 
the Visa gearbox fitted to his car. Eventu-
ally, enough was enough and, as Stan 

had a spare Visa gearbox and Engine, he 
decided to fit them. The replacement 
gearbox is better but whines on the over-
run. The original caption to this photo-
graph was: Had a whine which I 
thought was from the gearbox but 
it turned out it was coming from 
the passenger seat! - Brave man.   
 
Finally, over the past year or so, I 
have got a reputation for marrying up 
Specials sellers and potential Special 

buyers together in my area which has 
resulted in several sales and good fun 
for myself. After the 25th Anniversary 
celebrations at Chateau Impney, however, 
another opportunity presented itself! 
 
I have a great friend with whom I was in 
the RAF 
with in 
Germany 
in the 60’s 
and who I 
lost touch 
with over 
the years. 
Using the 
power of 
the Internet, I managed to re-establish 
contact with him a couple of months ago. 
It so happened that he lives just a few 
miles from Chateau Impney and so I ar-
ranged to call in on him on the way home 
on the Monday morning of departure after 
our 25th Anniversary celebrations. To cut a 
very long story short, he was absolutely 
taken with my Lomax 224 and didn’t 
stop talking about it for days. He then 
asked me if I might try and locate ei-
ther a 223 or 224 for him. I sent him 
ads for 4 
cars which 
came up for 
sale and he 
decided to 
buy Neil 
P l u m b ’ s 
Bugatti Blue 
223. Since 
then he has 
become a 
member of the CSC and is in the 
process of making a few changes and 
putting his own stamp on the car. 
Knowing him as I do, I am sure that 
he will be a really enthusiastic Club 
member and an asset to the Cotswold 
area so, welcome to the Club John 
Sabin and your new toy! 
                                           David Field 
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Eighteen attended our December 
lunch, same as last year.  I men-
tioned in the previous magazine that 
it is now a Brewer's Fayre and said 
they will still provide waiter/waitress 
service.  This is no longer available 
due to reduced staffing and it is now 
necessary to order at the bar - many 
go for the Carvery (which wasn't 
available in previous years) which is 
self service anyway. 
 
You may remember the photo on the 
front cover of the July/August maga-
zine - a photo of Peter Kelly's excel-
lent wood bodied three wheeler, who 
is in our area and one of our most ac-
tive members.  There was a five page 
(37 photos & 3 on front cover) article 
about it's concept and build in the De-
cember issue (82) "Complete Kitcar " 
magazine.  That was just Part One, I 
assume Part Two will be in the next 
issue.  It makes an interesting 
read.  At one event, he was asked by 
someone if he would mind moving his 
car because it was stopping the pub-
lic looking at his Classic!  I believe 
the Classic car moved!! 
 
In the last magazine Ray Howes 
(also from our area - just - its a stand-
ing joke) wrote an article "How times 
change".  Basically on how you could 
just turn up at most events and enter 
for free.  I agree.  When I first be-
came an Area Rep. in Jan 94 (I can't 
believe it will be 20 years next year!) 
it was quite simple.  Normally, all I 
would have to do was get an estimate 
on how many cars were going to an 
event, add a couple of spares, and 
send for passes.  Yes, unfortunately, 

things have changed.  When I que-
ried the present situation with organ-
isers, they quote cost of  hiring 
venue, insurance, health & safety and 
having to pay for marshals, etc.  Plus, 
if the weather is bad and the public 
don't pay to enter the event, they 
could be out of pocket.  However, 
there are still some free and some 
others may only charge a modest 
amount per vehicle, when the public 
are paying possibly £7.00 plus per 
person. As a matter of interest, I 
looked at the events list I compiled in 
the May/June "Flat Out", where I try 
to say if the event is free or not, 11 
were free, 6 were £3.00 or £4.00 and 
one £10.00 - an air show where pro-
ceeds go to the "Children in 
Need"!!  It is swings and round-
abouts, I suppose, (whatever that 
means). 
 
The only event I have received info 
on is the Medway Festival of Steam & 
Transport at the historic Dockyard, 
Chatham, 20th and 21st April, 
2014.  You must pre-book early to be 
sure to get  in - cannot just turn up. 
This is free for vehicle and two exhibi-
tor passes.  Normal price for public is 
£17.50 or £15.00 concessions.  So 
this is one event where exhibitors get 
good value.  It is an excellent event. I 
should have a more comprehensive 
list of events in the next issue of Flat 
Out which we could attend in 2014 
  
A Happy and Prosperous New Year 
to you all. 
  
            Vic & Denise Braybrook 
.                                (01487 208927) 

NORTH THAMES GAS  
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First I hope you all had a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and are well 
into the planning for New Year’s adventures in the Specials. If any one in the 
area has an event or outing that other members may be interested in then give 
please let me know.  We can put it on the forum and in Flat Out. 
 
The two monthly meetings are still being attended by the regulars but new faces 
are always welcome.   If you want a chat and maybe some advice why not come 
along, 
 
It’s great to hear that by now Dicky should be at home and I am sure all club 
members are willing him on with his recovery 
 
Not much happening on our car at he moment,  I did save over £50 by moving 
my insurance from  Footman James to Franks Pickles brokers, as recommended 
on the forum - well worth the effort. 
 
                                                                                     Keep on revving  
                                                                                             Steve 
  

Down south Ramblings 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

 
 
 
 
 
Hi All 
 
Things are moving very quickly at the moment which is making life a bit hectic to say the 
least!!  .We have had various home assessments from different people, who all agree, 
Dicky will be better off at home than in hospital. 
 
He is due to have a shoulder op on the 9th December, loads of appointments about this 
but has got the all clear. 
 
The bathroom is being started on Dec 2nd. We are sorting out some help for both of us at 
home and are in touch with Headway for Dick to attend groups in the New Year. Providing 
this all goes to plan and there are no hiccups (Everything crossed please) his discharge 
date is Fri 13th Dec -  not sure about good or bad omen!!! 
  
We know there is still a long way to go, but he is so much better in his own home, so we'll 
take it slowly and accept any help that is offered. Wish us luck, we will probably need it !!! 
  
Love & thanks to all 
  
                                                                                                Pat xx 

Dicky's coming home!! 
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It was with some sadness and a great 
deal of trepidation that Janet and I set 
off on the start of our Croatia trip as, 
due to Pat and Dicky's unfortunate 
accident, this would be our first ven-
ture abroad on our own! Luckily I had 
been bought a new Sat-Nav which my 
eldest son kindly programmed for me 
before we left - and everyone said 
"Don't worry, trust your Sat-Nav!”.   
 
 We disembarked at Quistre-
ham  late  in the evening and made 
our way out onto the Caen road 
switching on the Sat-Nav which said 
"calculating, calculating, calculating, 
calculating!” but stopped at 56%. With 
no idea where we were going panic 
set in so I pulled into the first available 
lay-by. 
 
Sat. Nav. still stuck at 56% when the 
nearside light suddenly went out! ...
Oh.. What a great start ! 
 
Spare bulbs are mandatory but "Sods 
Law" applied as half the car had to be 
unpacked before I actually found 
them! Whilst replacing the bulb our 
Sat-Nav sprung back into life and we 
successfully found  our  first overnight  
accommodation. 
          
Our journey the following day was 
from Caen to Auxerre a distance of 
approx 300k and although fairly 
straightforward we decided to "Trust 
the Sat-Nav".  However, some two 
hours later we arrived at Falaise… 
just about 30k from Caen! So the 
B......dy thing was switched off and 
we followed the route we had already 
marked on the map, only stopping 

every 20k or so to tighten up the si-
lencer mounting bolts which had 
stripped their threads! As we hit the 
outskirts of Auxerre the skies sud-
denly opened and, by the time we got 
to the hotel we were soaked. The ra-
diator in our room did not work and as 
the Receptionist was of little help we 
hung our wet "Waterproofs" on the 
open bedroom window and fell into 
bed exhausted… well, we had been 
on the road for almost 10 hours! 
            
The next morning before starting our 
onward journey to Colmar (where we 
were to meet Ken/Maureen and Colin/
Lynn) some "Gaffa tape and Super-
glue" permanently resolved the loos-
ening exhaust bolts. The journey, 
again about 300k, went better than 
expected and we were surprised to 
find that we were the first to arrive at 
the hotel. However, our euphoria was 
short lived when the Receptionist told 
us we were at the wrong hotel… this 
was the De-Luxe version...our hotel 
was further back on the estate! As we 
piled all our stuff back into the car we 
saw Lynn coming towards us and she 
directed us to our correct abode. It 
was heart-warming and very reassur-
ing to have company for the rest of 
the trip and after Colin helped me to 
"reprogram" my Sat-nav. We even 
managed to lead occasionally without 
any real problem.     
 
Croatia was beautiful, the Villa amaz-
ing and the company fun, friendly and 
very patient! One Magical Moment 
vividly recalled was as we ap-
proached the Croatian border.… Ken  

CRIKEY......CROATIA 
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in the lead followed by Colin with me 
at the rear; passports at the ready 
and handed to the burly female Bor-
der Guard who, as she handed them 
back to us, said in a deep gruff voice  
"Vat is da matter wid your light" 
"Sorry" I replied, not quite sure what 
she was on about....."Vat is da matter 
wid your light" she replied as she 
stooped down and came up holding it 
in her hand!  Ken and Maureen were 

killing themselves with laughter but 
could not get their camera out quick 
enough to catch me and several Bor-
der Guards sticking the headlamp re-

flector back in place with "Gaffa" 
tape ! 
            
It was a wonderful trip but very tiring 
so....within a few days of returning 
home we booked two weeks "Rest 
and Relaxation" in sunny Cyprus.....
and even though it was towards the 
end of October the weather was bril-
liant....blue skies and 28 degrees! 
Just what the Doctor ordered !  
                                                            
         Ron, Janet and "Lucy" Lomax 

FVHBC  Road Worthiness Testing Update 

The draft Regulation on Roadworthiness is still progressing.  It is in the 
phase on intra-EU negotiation among  the Commission, the Parliament and 
the Council (so many people to look after our interests).  A Regulation would   
become part of each Member State’s law exactly as drafted. Many Member 
States are opposed to a Regulation and want a Directive instead to permit 
them to decide how the legislation would be implemented within their own 
jurisdiction. 
 
The negotiations should be concluded this December.  
 
The Federation’s primary concern lies with the definition of ‘Historic Vehicle’  
but I think our concern is for kitcars.  The good (good?) news is that it is not 
the intention of the Commission or the UK government to put vehicles  off the 
road. (Ha Ha Ha Ha).  We’ll have to wait and see. 
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First weekend in October and we are off to 
Jennie’s for the Carlesgill Capers.  Arrived 
Friday afternoon after a DRY run down!  
Who are those two strange blokes in her 
driveway??  It’s Malcolm and Ray, didn’t 
know they were coming.  Later John Plaister 
arrives and then Ian Ross.  So it’s a gather-
ing of Northern Ireland, England and Scot-

land.   
Saturday, it’s a dry start and the sun comes 
out later.  After five miles we stop at King 
Schaw’s grave and Cist - just a big stone 
really, but Chessie and Bruce enjoy the 
walk.  A few more miles and we turn into 
Samie Ling - Buddhist Temple and Tibetan 
Centre. We examine the prayer wheels, visit 
the temple and walk around the grounds.  

Very ornate but very peaceful.  Continue 
onto Ettricbridge where we stop for coffee 
and meet up with Bert and Anne.  Continue 
to Melrose where Iain and Janet meet us for 
lunch.  After waving the MacRoberts off we 
set off for a beautiful run back to Langholm 
over the Fells.  Only problem was the low 
sun was right in our eyes, and on top of that 
Chris’s gears went, well not Chris’s but the 
Red Baron’s gears, so our journey back was 
rather fraught!  Bert and Anne kept an eye 

on us and we all made it safely back to Car-
lesgill and a huge supper. 
Sunday was grey and drizzly but we had a 
good run to Hawick for lunch and a visit to 
the museum where we discovered the lives 
and times of Jimmie ‘Flying Scotsman’ Guth-
rie, and Steve ‘Flying Haggis’ Hislop.  After 
“Goodbyes” we set of back to Glasgow and 
had a dry sunny run home. 
 
A great weekend, thanks to Jennie, see you 
all again at the Christmas Lunch. 

           Chris and Judy 
                                    ‘Red Baron’ 

Carlesgill Capers **** **** 
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Response to Ray Howes - 'How 
Times Change' 
 
Ray's theme was the loss of freedom 
and spontaneity associated with at-
tending shows; specifically, that visi-
tors are expected to: 
 
1) book in advance. 
 
2) pay to enter and display their car. 
 
3) stay on the showground until the 
show closes. 
 
I thought that some CSC members 
might be interested in attending our 
event: 
 
Dogmersfield 'Flower Show & Fete' 

on Sat 26th July 2014.  
 
The address is: 

 
Hook, Hants RG27 8ST  

Pilcot Farm, Dogmersfield, 
(close to J5 of the M3). 

 
The event is very much an old-
fashioned village show with many tra-
ditional attractions and a superb tea/
cakes tent! We encourage people to 
bring along any interesting car or mo-
torbike for the public to enjoy. 
 
In contrast to Ray's experience we 
don't need prior notice, i.e. turn up on 
the day and you will directed to a 
parking space. We don't charge en-
trance fees for those who bring a car 
for (static) display and don't impose 
time restrictions for leaving although 

we prefer cars to be in place before 
the show opens to the general public 
at 2pm. 
 
As the vehicles are displayed in an 
adjacent field to the main show-
ground, where no vehicle movements 
are permitted during the show, we 
are able to let display vehicles depart 
at any time during the afternoon. 
 
As a small incentive to attend, and as 
a bit of fun for the public, we hand out 
voting slips and they can vote for 
their favourite car and/or bike. The 
owner of the most-liked vehicle is 
awarded a small cash prize at the 
end of the show. All vehicles there-
fore have an equal chance of winning 
and the outcome is never predictable 
because children as well as their par-
ents vote!  
 
Incidentally, the display of cars was 
once called 'Collectors Cars' and we 
now call it 'Enthusiasts Cars'. With 
the change in emphasis we now get a 
broad selection of cars including vin-
tage, classics, kits/specials and even 
a modern Ferrari. 
 
If anyone would like more info on the 
show p lease emai l  me at : 
p_dgray@btinternet.com. 
 
We would love to see a few Citroen 
Specials in 2014 - hope to see some 
of you there. 
                               Paul Gray 
NG Owners Club & Fete Committee 
Member. 

How Times Change 
but here’s a show that sounds a lot more fun 
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Last November I decided on a trip 
to the Classic Car and Bike show 
at the NEC. I have never been to 
this event before so didn’t know 
quite what to expect. I assumed it 
would be all untouchable C-d-E 

cars only, not so. 
Turned out to be a 
really enjoyable day 
out. 
 
Here are just a few 
of the interesting 
vehicles on show. 
 
There was a great 
display of Micro 
Cars including a 
very nice and now 
very valuable Mess-
erschmitt tandem 
trike (photo A), and 
on the same stand 
an equally well pre-
sented Berkley 3 

wheeler (photo B).  
 
How about this for an interesting 
way to build in an opening door. 
The door slides down into the 
lower half of the side panel in the 
BMW Z1. (Photo C). 
 

Seen at the 2013 NEC  
Classic Car and Motorcycle Show 

A 

B 

D 
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The motorcycle combination is a 
wartime North African campaign 

BMW side valve boxer. This ma-
chine has 2 driven wheels 
through a shaft drive and dif-
ferential with 8 forward gears 
and 2 reverse gears. The ma-
chine gun is an optional extra! 
(Photo D). 
 
The very nice V twin motorcy-
cle is a New Imperial. Interest-
ing riveted aluminium tank 
too. (Photo E). 
 
And now, a little bit more rec-
ognizable, a Citroen 2CV with 

a BMW R1100 fuel injection en-
gine driving though a standard 

2CV gearbox and clutch! 
The car was built by Peter 
Sparrow the chap who built 
the 2CV for the Roger 
Moore Bond film. This car 
was built for the Bruce 
Willis film RED2 performing 
several stunts. As well as 
the film it has been raced 
and hill climbed; has 0 – 60 
times of 7 seconds and a 
top speed of 110 mph.  And 
I was worried about putting 
this engine though a 2CV 
box in the Mosquito, 

hmmmm!! 

We will be applying for a stand at 
next year’s show for our CSC. 
There is no guarantee of a place, 
we must apply and wait to see if 
they have a space. If we get in we 
will be looking for 3 or 4 volun-
teers with really nice cars to pro-
mote the club and our aspect of 
auto engineering. 
                                  Howard 
                                   Gen. Sec.      

C 

E 

F 
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CITROEN SPECIALS CLUB 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

 16th MARCH 2014 
 Longmynd Hotel, Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 6AG 

 
AGENDA 

 
1.        Welcome 
2.        Apologies for Absence 
3.        Examination and acceptance of the March 2013 

AGM Minutes 
4.        Chairman’s Report 
5.        General Secretary’s Report 
6.        Treasurer’s Report 
7.        Membership Secretary’s Report 
8.        Flat Out Editor’s Report 
9.        Webmaster’s Report 
10.       2014 Summer Camp & Other Events 
11.      Major Event Proposals for 2015 
12.      Publicity & Advertising & Club Promotion 
13.      Area Representative Introductions and Ques-

tions 
14.      Nominations for Committee and Related Elec-

tions 
15.      Location of next AGM  

                 16.     AOB 
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This year you can make your reservations directly to the 
Longmynd Hotel or you can contact Alan Peacock on: 01727 
862971 or threewheeling@sky.com. All rooms are available so 
please book early to secure your preferred room and avoid 
disappointment.  
The details are as follows: 
 
Friday 14th: Dinner, Bed and Breakfast £60 per person. 
 
Saturday 15th: Dinner, Bed and Breakfast and 2 Course Lunch 
on Sunday £80 per person. 
 
For anyone who wishes to attend the AGM only, Sunday 
lunch is available at £16 per person. 
 
A deposit of £25 is required per person to confirm your 
booking, the balance to be paid at least 2 weeks prior to the 
event. 
 
Hotel Email: churchstretton@hfholidays.co.uk  
Tel: 01694 722244 
 
Reservations Direct Email: reservations@hjholidays.co.uk 
Tel: 0845 470 7558 
 
The Longmynd Hotel, Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 6AG 
 
http//www.longmynd.co.uk 

2014 CSC AGM Booking Information 

This may look the same as in the last issue but all the phone numbers have been changed 
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 THIS HAS TO STOP –  
THE LADIES WON THE SOUTH WEST SKITTLES MATCH AGAIN 

- WITH A BIT OF HELP FROM “DAISY” 

It’s October, it’s still warm, the sun is out, 
it’s not raining – it’s time for our annual 
skittles match and us men are going to 
win this time – oh yeah – heard that one 
before! 

Arranged, as each year, by Janet and Pat-
rick, it is the final fling of the summer or 
the first of the winter monthly lunchtime 
gatherings, depending on your point of 
view, for the south west area of the Cit-
roen Specials Club. 
 
The venue was once more in the Cots-
wolds, this time near Swindon at the 
“Wellesley Arms” in Sutton Benger, where 
we had exclusive use of the skittle hall, a 
separate building at the rear of the main 
pub. 
 

S o m e t h i n g  
over  twenty of  
our  members  
came along, 
mostly in tin-
tops as the 
weather fore-
cast was not 
too bright, al-
though Patrick, 
Phil and Rich-

ard did make it in their three wheelers 
whilst Janet came on her BMW motorbike. 
 
A good buffet spread was laid on with 
more than enough food AND hot chips 

with doggy bags well to the 
fore at the end of the day. 
Skittles is the usual with the 
men determined that they 
were going to win hands down 
this year as revenge for being 
beaten two years ago.  It all 
started very well with Ron get-
ting a full house (and a second 
go), others doing pretty well 
and even me getting a nine, 
but it went down hill from then 
on particularly when Ron de-
cided to bowl for both sides as 
the Ladies were short of play-
ers.   

That, of course sealed it with Ron donning 
a “Pinny”, bowling another ten for “them” 
and us men deciding to call him “Daisy” as 
the real Daisy had been unable to make it. 
 
Anyway, we 
lost – again but 
it was all very 
good natured, a 
fun day and 
nice to be able 
to relax with 
friends. 
 
Our thanks, of 
course, go to 
Janet and Pat-
rick and to all 
those who turned up for the day – we 
WILL win next year! 
 
                                    Geoff Parselle. 
                                           Member 1901 
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After a long time we finally were on 
our way again to Scotland. On Sun-
day October 13th 2013, we boarded 
the Ferry in IJmuiden which would 
bring us to Newcastle. Having been 
made very suspicious by Callum and 
his mates that Scotland had its own 
'true alpine' passroads (Flat Out May/
June 2009) my wife and I decided to 
have a look ourselves. 

Scotland certainly was not at all bar-
ren land to us since we had visited 
this beautiful Country a number of 
times before and actually made good 
friends with a few Scottish (??) people 
in John 'O' Groats (a no doubt red 
bearded, fearless, uncivilized Dutch-
man (Jan de Groot) who as from A.D. 
1495!! with  seven sons, ferried peo-
ple from Scotland  to the Orkneys). 
 
But we had never been to this piece 
of Alpine Land called Applecross! 
 
After having passed very slow operat-
ing Customs we travelled in one day 

to our B&B in Arkaneaskan, Loch 
Carron. It was a long way but we par-
ticular admired the views on the nar-
row, winding road leading us from 
Shiel Bridge along Loch Duich and 
from Strome Ferry along first the 
south shore and later the north shore 
of Loch Carron to our B&B named 
“Lotta Dubh” or 'dark (fertile) land' so 
our landlady told us. It was late after-

noon and the sun was 
setting and making the 
autumn hills glow in a 
100 or more colours of 
red, purple, green and 
brown, whereas the 
waters from Loch Car-
ron were as blue and 
still as a lake in Sot-
land can ever be! 
We were given the 
family room which had 
overhead windows 
over our bed allowing 
us to watch a million 
stars during the night. 
A window introduced 

us, after a short visit to the loo at 
around two in the morning, to full 
moonlight streaming over the Cuillin 
Hills on the Isle of Skye and Loch 
Carron. We could not have had a 
more beautiful stay in this part of the 
world. 
 
Next morning we woke up, obviously 
very nervous of what was to come, 
had breakfast, paid for the B&B and 
were on our way to the infamous 
Bealach Na Ba. 
 
Well to be perfectly honest we had 
the trip of our lives. 

Fulfilling a Dream 
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Complete silence, beautiful views 
many miles away, two or three deliv-
ery vans on the road, sunshine, dark 
clouds and hardly any wind!! Having 
arrived on top we built our own pile of 
rocks on a small hilltop.....…This piece 
of Scotland truly deserves far more 
attention from tourists which I am fairly 
sure is the last thing you Scotsmen 
want to happen.......! 
 
The road was in perfect condition al-
though at times pretty narrow for our 
Subaru. At the end of the pass we had 
coffee in the Applecross Inn overlook-
ing the sea. We continued our way up 
north following the shoreline, stopping 
here and there to admire the views. 

As from KInlochewe we decided to 
cross to the East Coast  because we 
had agreed to meet up with friends in 
Dunbeath. We kept as much as possi-
ble to  single lane roads stopping here 
and there with again wonderful wild 
nature, rolling hills and birds of prey 
high up in the sky. 
 
These old friends Mary and Barnie Mc 
Donald, live half a mile north of Dun-
beath, and run their own B&B called 

Tormore Farm or “ The House with the 
Heart” This name was given to the 
farm in 1905 when their forefathers 
planted  Ivy against the road facing 
side of the house and pruned it in the 
shape of a heart. It is still there...! 
From March till the middle of July one 
is able to watch a zillion puffins that 
breed on a huge stack in the sea a 
mile from the farmhouse. We had 
planned to stay for two days so the 
next day we travelled slowly to Dunnet 
Head in order to see whether our next 
holyday target (the Orkneys and The 
Shetlands) were still there. 
 
Rest assured they still are! 
 

On our way back in a 
homestead called 
Brough we stopped 
at a small steep road 
which led us down to 
sea level to 'discover' 
a slipway which was 
actually built in 1840 
to allow the local 
fishermen who were 
then fishing on the 
tides between Dun-
net Head and the Is-
land of Stroma to 
bring their catch  
ashore. Those must 
have been very hard 
an d  h a za r d ou s 

times.  
 
We spent a good part of an hour sit-
ting there in the sun, watching the 
seabirds and sea lions dozing (what a 
life!) before we were on our way 
again. 
 
Needless to say that we had great 
evenings with our friends whom we 
had not seen for ages. Many a wee 
dram were downed! 
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way to Edinburgh where we wanted to 
have seafood at the Mussel Inn in 
New Town! After a very necessary 
stop, according to my wife, at The 
House of Frasers we found out having 
entered the Inn that you need now to 
make a reservations weeks ahead to 
eat at the Mussel Inn.....! This place 
has become very popular and we 
hope that they can keep up their qual-
ity food  So we decided to have vege-
tarian food instead and ended up not 
very far away at Henderson's where 
we had an excellent dinner in a very 
friendly atmosphere. 
 
Next morning on our way again to 
Newcastle and  the ferry  to The Neth-
erlands.  There must have been leaks 
again  from our  friend  Mr Snowdon-
because both customs at Newcastle 
and IJmuiden were very itchy and 
consequently a pain. My dear father 
used to say: give a monkey in a uni-
form and he thinks he is head of MI6 
or worse, acts accordingly....! 
 
Both me and my wife would like to 
thank Callum and his troops for the 
introduction to a very beautiful part of 
Scotland: not a word too much!  We 

will be back but first we need to see 
The Orkneys (again) and The Shet-
lands. Actually we want to travel by 
car/ferry from Aberdeen to the Ork-
neys, then on to the Shetlands and 
finally via Bergen (Norway) back 
home. 
 
Any suggestions for the trip from you 
experienced and hardy travellers are 
very welcome. 
 
By the way we live part of our life in 
the Eifel (Germany) just over the bor-
der of Luxemburg and our house 
which has two spare bedrooms, is al-
ways (provided we are there) open for 
friends. The area is very nice with 
narrow winding hilly roads, not so 
much traffic, excellent wines and 
good albeit lager, beers, lots of admir-
ing friendly faces and many people 
speaking reasonably good English, 
and if not, still  do their best to make 
your stay a pleasant one. 
 
Best regards and maybe till soon. 
 
                        Ria and Han Albers 
                        Member: 1775 

 
 

A selection of answers from school children’s history tests.                   
                                         Fran and Bob Hartley   History Lesson 

Solomon had 300 wives and 700 porcu-
pines. 
 
Queen Elizabeth was the “Virgin 
Queen”.  As a Queen she was a suc-
cess.  When she exposed herself before 
her troops they all shouted “Hurrah!”. 
 
Ancient Egypt was inhabited by mum-
mies and they all wrote in hydraulics.  
They lived in the Sarah Dessert.  The 
climate of the Sarah is such that all the 

inhabitants have to live elsewhere. 
 
The Greeks were a highly sculptured 
people and without them we wouldn’t 
have history.  The Greeks also had 
myths.  A myth is a female moth. 
 
Julius Caesar extinguished himself on 
the battlefields of Gaul.  The Ides of 
March murdered him because they 
thought he was going to be king.  Dying 
he gasped out “Tee Hee, Brutus”. 
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2013 Committee Present     Chairman Jennie White, Treasurer Alan Peacock, General Secretary Dr 
John Fowler, Membership Secretary Carole Chitty and Area Reps listed at Item 11 below. 
 
1. Welcome     Opening the Meeting at 10:30hrs, Jennie welcomed a healthy total of around 65 mem-
bers and guests (including some new faces) to the Club’s 24th AGM; and she hoped that despite the 
deep snow outside and over much of the Country; that all were enjoying their stay at Church Stretton.     
 
2. Apologies for Absence    Apologies had been received from Geoff Ticehurst, Dicky and Pat Dawes, 
Peter and Bonnie Garbutt, Bob Lloyd, Gordon and Allyson Burch, Callum Beveridge, Craig and Lesley 
Ashbridge, Malcolm Hopwood, Fran Hartley, Peter Taylor, Don Dalton, Dennis Page, Linda Kiley, Ray 
Lloyd, Jim and Joy Barry, John Walker, Malcolm Hopwood, Ray John, David Field, Bob Raikes and 
Steve Parrish.       
 
3. Examination and Acceptance of the April 2012 AGM Minutes     Minutes of the last AGM at Llan-
dudno were included in the last edition of “Flat Out” and had been posted on the board.    John Fowler 
proposed that that this comprehensive, especially well-written and truly excellent summary be accepted 
as a true record of that Meeting.    This was seconded by Phillip Costin-Kelly and passed unanimously. 
 
4. Chairman’s Report      Jennie noted that the Club had experienced a mixed year since the last AGM 
with all too many events curtailed or even cancelled due to poor weather.    Attendances were also well 
down at Stoneleigh with only 10 Club cars at Newark.   By contrast, the Club’s “Highland Fling” Summer 
Gathering (as organised by SFN) had proved a great success with around 50 members (many from far 
away) participating in it’s many events.     Overall - and despite some mixed weather, - this Gathering 
had generated a welcome profit of £150.      As summarised in the “Flat Out”, other CSC Areas had man-
aged to organise some excellent events, most notably Malcolm Hopwood’s very successful “10,000 foot” 
run over challenging countryside in the North West where 35 cars of all shapes and sizes participated.   
Malcolm had also generated some excellent publicity for the Club by his participation in the Daily Tele-
graph’s and Total Kit-Car Magazine’s extensive feature and “track-test” of practically all currently-
produced 3-wheelers. 
 
Jennie then noted that the Club’s membership had been slowly but steadily falling over recent years; with 
a particularly steep decline from 483 to 437 during 2012.  With only about a third of members regularly 
supporting our events, she stressed that the Club could only survive and prosper over the coming dec-
ade by generating a stream of new (and hopefully younger) members to replace those who inevitably 
leave for all reasons each year.   In this respect, Jennie welcomed an excellent and wide-ranging re-
sponse to the “Great Debate” on the CSC’s name and future as originally launched at the last AGM. 
These took the form of many inputs in subsequent editions of Flat Out; on the Website, and by post.  
Although the opinions so contained clearly differed – especially over if the Club should change it’s name 
to better attract new members; Jennie stressed that the entire exercise had led her to conclude that the 
Club could only prosper with constant effort from a growing and vibrant membership rather than from a 
declining few.  
 
Jennie then thanked the Committee for all it’s hard work over the past year, including Eastern Area Rep-
resentative Dennis Page who had recently resigned as Minutes Secretary.  Special thanks were also due 
to Geoff Ticehurst for producing a consistently excellent magazine and to John Fowler who was now 
standing-down after 5 years keeping the Club functioning as General Secretary, having served the previ-
ous 9 years as North-East Representative.     Jennie then thanked all the Area Reps for their work in 
promoting the Citroen Specials Club over the past year and especially Callum Beverage for his efforts in 
dramatically improving the Club’s website.       Finally, and to universal acclaim, Jennie then presented 
the 2013 Nic Francois Trophy to Richard and Barbara Goodman their hard work behind the scenes to 
ensure correct distribution of the Flat Out.          

CITROEN SPECIALS CLUB 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
  LONGMYND HOTEL, CHURCH STRETTON, 

24 MARCH  2013 
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5. General Secretary’s Report     John reminded everyone of the organisation behind the Club’s 3 Com-
mittee Meetings normally down at Shipton-under-Wychwood in the Cotswolds each year; while he also 
arranged all aspects of each extremely successful AGM Weekend. John then reminded members they 
were always welcome to attend Committee Meetings to see how the Citroen Specials Club was run; and 
they should ideally contact their Area Rep for details. John also thanked Dennis Page for his assistance 
in writing minutes at recent committee meetings. He had booked the CSC stands at the National Kit Car 
Shows at Stoneleigh and Newark each year. John reminded members of the vital work the Federation of 
British Historic Vehicle Clubs routinely does for the very sizeable UK Classic and Kit Car community. 
Indeed, a recent academic study had proved that this generated £4.3 Billion pounds to the wider UK 
Economy each year while creating many thousands of jobs. Finally, John confirmed that he was now 
standing-down from his duties for the CSC and he thanked all members for their support over recent 
years. 
 
6. Treasurer’s Report.     In explaining the CSC Summary of Accounts as at 31 December 2012, Alan 
Peacock reminded members that two-thirds of the Club’s overall annual outgoings related to magazine 
printing, postage, and travel to and from Committee Meetings.  Although he felt that the Club’s overall 
financial position remained satisfactory, sharply rising costs for postage and petrol in particular had re-
cently made it necessary to raise the Club’s basic subscription from £17.50 to £20 - as previously author-
ised at last year’s AGM. In response to questioning by Ken Edwards regarding the level of subscriptions, 
Alan confirmed that in accordance with last year’s AGM directions, the Club had purchased a large num-
ber of postage stamps at the old rates to avoid over £700 in increased postage costs over the coming 
year. With this in mind, Alan felt that any further subscription increase was not now needed. 
 
7. Membership Secretary’s Report.    Carole Chitty reported that the Club had welcomed 38 new mem-
bers in the year 2012/3, including 6 since January. There had also been 393 membership renewals with 
3 ex-members re-joining.  With applications and renewals still coming in, Carole then disputed Jennie’s 
conclusion that the Club’s numbers were necessarily and inevitably falling each year. Before appealing 
for early notice of changes of address, telephone number and e-mail details so her records may be kept 
updated, Carole thanked members for their prompt renewals and for recently amending Standing Orders 
to reflect the new subscriptions.  Carole informed the meeting that another insurance company had of-
fered the club commission and they had agreed to her proposal regarding publicity in Flat Out, She had 
also updated the register of insurers in the Members Handbook and the website.  Finally, Carole re-
minded the Meeting that the Club was frequently approached by insurance companies claiming to offer 
good deals to three-wheeler and other special drivers, Carole closed by recommending members seek 
alternative quotes before renewing their insurance each year. 
 
8. “Flat Out” Editor’s Report    In Geoff Ticehurst’s absence due to the weather, Jennie thanked the 
Executive Committee, all Area Representatives and other members for their thoughtful and increasingly 
plentiful entries to the Magazine over recent months; which had largely driven it’s success.  All agreed 
that the full-colour format recently adopted was well worth the extra expense and the Meeting so univer-
sally authorised the Committee to keep such a policy.   
 
9. 25th Anniversary and other 2013 Major Events    Following authorisation for planning as given at the 
last AGM, Alan Peacock advised that detailed planning for the 25th Anniversary Event at a luxury country 
hotel in Droitwich Spa on 21-24 June this year was now well-advanced. Although no cash had yet been 
spent, a sizeable deposit would shortly be payable to the Chateau Impny and the Club would then be 
committed to proceed. Alan confirmed that the Hotel was recently sold, and the new owners were cur-
rently spending considerable sums to improve it’s facilities. To date 106 CSC bookings had been gener-
ated through a series of entries in “Flat Out”. and Alan’s planning team expected a final total of around 
120.     Answering a question from Ron Bishop, Alan confirmed that the Club would have full use of the 
Hotel’s extensive facilities.  Ken Edwards raised the question of members attending for part of the full 3-
night package now arranged; and Alan advised that this could be certainly be accommodated by ar-
rangement.     
 
10. Summer Camp 2014    Jennie explained that the proposal originally raised at last year’s AGM - and 
then ratified at a subsequent Committee Meeting, - essentially directed that our future Summer Camps 
should as far as possible be held within each Club Area in turn. With that aim in mind, Jennie explained 
that no Area had since volunteered to organise next year’s 2015 Camp; and she called for members pre-
sent to actively consider hosting this event in their own areas. Carole Chitty had suggested that she 
could organise an event but this was thought inadvisable without the agreement of the Area Rep. Steve 
Parrish and therefore dropped the idea. Ken Edwards pointed-out that any resulting plan would need 
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AGM ratification.     Jennie summed-up a wide-ranging ensuing discussion by stating that next year’s 
Camp location would need to be further discussed in Committee, before being publicised in the “Flat Out” 
and CSC Website and then ratified at next year’s AGM.      
 
11. Club Development Debate   After once again summarising the many responses she had received to 
the “Development Debate” originally launched at last year’s AGM, Jennie stressed that the Club needed 
to widen the Club’s membership amongst drivers of all lightweight cyclecars wherever possible - and (as 
agreed at last year’s AGM) to ideally change it’s name away from Citroen in order to fully reflect this ap-
proach. She stressed that any change to the Club’s name would need ratification by a full Referendum of 
the Club’s entire membership; and not just a simple vote of the limited numbers who attend an AGM.     
Jennie then asked Janet McRobert to expand on some suitable ideas to widen the Club’s appeal as re-
cently agreed within the SFN. Janet then explained a number of measures to so raise the Club’s profile; 
most notably a “Round Britain Run” by CSC members’ cars around the entire Country. With each Club 
Area so passed-through arranging local press, radio and TV coverage, such a Run would also raise 
funds for the NSPCC National Charity. The Meeting as a whole enthusiastically welcomed such ap-
proaches. However, many members (including Carole Peacock, Alan Price, Vic Braybrook, Terry Pear-
son, Howard Smith, Carole Chitty, Ron Bishop, and Ken Edwards) then voiced strong opinion on how the 
Club could better raise it’s profile over coming years than by now endangering it’s existing support by 
changing it’s well-established and respected name.      
 
Alan Peacock then interjected to point out that the Club’s Rules already directed that any change of Club 
Name would need the approval of the Club’s entire membership and not only a majority AGM vote. Alan 
also stressed that the Club’s last Committee Meeting had very emphatically voted to keep the Club’s 
existing name; and that same Meeting had then resolved to recommend a firm rejection of any such 
change at this AGM.  He thus stressed that only if the event of such a firm Committee recommendation 
being rejected by the AGM, could any Referendum to change the Club’s name be realistically and cor-
rectly arranged.    Seconded by Carole Chitty, Alan then proposed that the AGM formally endorse it’s 
own Committee’s clear Recommendation to now reject any change to the Club’s existing name. A few 
members abstained from the vote otherwise it was overwhelmingly carried by the votes of all others.        
 
12. Proposed Rule Change      Jennie then advised the Meeting that at the last AGM the Committee 
proposed holding a vote to make 2 detailed changes to the Club’s Rules at this year’s Meeting.   These 
centred on the wording of Rule C: from Vice Chairman to Chairman-Elect and the wording “Members of 
the committee shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting for one year” to “Members of the Commit-
tee shall be elected at an Annual General Meeting for one year.  John pointed out that a detailed pro-
posal to such effect had been correctly published in a recent edition of “Flat Out” and had likewise been 
posted on the Hotel’s Board. Jennie then asked Carole Chitty to expand on the changes and to answer 
any related questions. Jennie then called a vote to simply endorse the published Resolution. Seconded 
by Richard Goodman, this resulted in 26 votes for the Resolution and 2 against; with 12. The proposed 
changes to Club Rules were thus  
 
Carole has subsequently clarified the issue as follows: 
 
              *            A committee of not less than eight members will control The Club. 
               
              *            Members of the committee shall be elected at an Annual General Meeting (AGM).  
                           Members will elect a Chairman for a maximum period of four years, a Chairman Elect at 
                           the penultimate AGM of the Chairman’s term of office, in preparation to be Chairman at 
the                      following AGM and other officials as desirable for the satisfactory running of The Club, 
                           these to include an Executive Committee of Chairman, Chairman Elect (when in post), 
                           General Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Secretary and Editor. 
               
              *            Area Representatives and other officials will form the rest of the committee. The commit-
tee                      has the power to co-opt members and form working parties including persons other than 
                           its own members. At committee meetings a quorum of 51% is required.  
               
              *            The duties of the committee are the general management of The Cub, control of 
                           finances and affiliation to other appropriate organizations. Its decision on matters of 
                           dispute is final.    
 

13. Webmaster Committee Post       Thanking Carole Chitty for her previous efforts, Jennie advised the 
meeting that Callum Beverage had recently revamped the Club’s Website, Links and Forum.  Reflecting 
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this work’s growing importance in promoting the Citroen Specials Club to a widest possible National and 
indeed International audience, Jennie thus proposed making the “Webmaster” post a permanent Com-
mittee post.  A subsequent vote was seconded by Howard Smith and passed by the Meeting with 2 votes 
against and 4 abstentions.     

14. Publicity and Advertising         Jennie then advised the Meeting that after related discussion at the 
last AGM and at subsequent Committee Meetings, that the Committee had considered appointing a 
“Publicity Officer” to best lead and co-ordinate all efforts to raise the Club’s profile amongst associated 
publications, networks and clubs. With such discussions proving inconclusive to date, SW Rep Pat 
Dawes had carried the work forward as best she could.  In response to a question from Ken Edwards, 
Jennie confirmed that no specific budget had been agreed for such work and that the Committee in-
tended leaving things as they stood until a suitable volunteer came forward.  .      

 
15. Area Representative Introductions and Questions      Jennie referred to the comprehensive area 
reports featuring in each edition of “Flat Out”; before asking Area Representatives present (or in their 
absence a nominated speaker) to say a few words about activities in their respective areas: 
 
Scotland                           Jennie White (Standing-down at this meeting) 
 
North Thames                  Vic Braybrook (28 Events over year but 1 or 2 participants at each) 
 
South East                       Paul Narramore (absent with no speaker. 
 
South                               Steve Parrish     (Absent – Speaker Carole Chitty) 
 
South West                      Pat Dawes (Absent – Speaker Ron Bishop) 
 
Cotswolds                        John and Rachel Walker   - (absent with no speaker) 
 
East Coast                       David Field – (absent - speaker John Davies)  
 
North East                        Area vacant (no speaker -see elections below) 
 
Northern Ireland              Ray Lloyd - (absent with no speaker) 
 
North Wales                     Area Vacant – Speaker Phillip Costin-Kelly 
West Midlands                  
 
East Midlands                  Jim Barry (Absent with no speaker) 
 
East Anglia                      Dennis Page (Absent with no speaker) 
 
North West                      Malcolm Hopwood (Absent but see note below)  
 
 
16. Nominations for Committee and Related Elections      Taking over the Meeting for the Elections, 
John noted that Jennie had served just one year of the Chairman’s normal maximum 4-year term - and 
now in accordance with the recent rule change - required re-confirming in post. With no volunteers to 
take-over as the Club’s Chairman coming forward, or any related nominations being received, John then 
called for a vote to confirm Jennie White in office. Seconded by Alan Peacock, this was passed unani-
mously      
 
John also confirmed that in accordance with his previous advice at the last AGM and in subsequent “Flat 
Out” entries; he was now standing-down as the Club’s General Secretary. With no “last minute” volun-
teers coming forward for the post, he then advised the Meeting that Howard Smith had kindly volunteered 
to assume this vital duty a month or so ago. Proposed by John and seconded by Jennie, Howard’s ap-
pointment as the Club’s next General Secretary was thus universally approved.      
 
John then noted that the remaining Executive Committee of Treasurer and Membership Secretary were 
content to stay in their posts for a further year; with no volunteers or valid nominations yet received for 
these vital posts.    Ken Edwards thus proposed that these individuals continue in their present posts for 



30 

a further year.     The Motion was seconded by Phillip Costin-Kelly and passed unanimously.  
 
John advised that the current Minutes Secretary, Eastern Area Representative Dennis Page had recently 
resigned from the duty and a replacement was so now sought.  With no nominations received or volun-
teers coming forward, Jennie advised that the Post would remain vacant and subject to discussion (and 
possibly an “ex-officio” appointment) by the Committee.   
 
John then noted that Jennie White was standing-down as Scottish and Frozen North Area Representative, 
but with a valid nomination for Callum Beverage to take over the post.  Ian McRobert had already sec-
onded Callum’s nomination and with no “last-minute” volunteers coming forward; the change-over was 
approved unanimously 
 
John then announced that with no nominations or volunteers apparent; that the Club’s North-East and 
North Wales/West Midlands Area Rep posts would have to remain vacant until further notice.  However, 
John also advised that Don Dalton had kindly volunteered to be the Club’s contact for the long-vacant 
North-East area. This not being a Committee post, no election was needed to validate this very welcome 
appointm 
 
John was pleased to note that other existing Area Reps appeared content to stay on for a further year.      
Alan Peacock thus proposed that the remaining Area Representatives so continue in their duties. The 
motion was seconded by Jennie and passed unanimously.   .     

Jennie then passed-on Malcolm Hopwood’s wish for some Committee Meetings to be held further North; 
to allow him and other Northern-based Committee Members to more easily attend.  A wide-ranging discus-
sion then ensued, with members clearly for and against the idea  Jennie quite correctly stated that the 
location of Committee Meetings was clearly a matter for the Committee alone rather than for the AGM to 
address; and the matter would thus be resolved in Committee. Alan then added that the Club’s Rules 
clearly stated that a minimum quorum of eight was needed for any Committee Meeting. Thus with many 
members absent due to the weather, he seriously doubted if the advertised Committee Meeting could be 
held immediately after this AGM. A show of hands proved this correct and that Meeting was thus post-
poned.   Secretary’s Note  The next Committee Meeting is now scheduled to take place at Shipton-under-
Wychwood on Saturday 6 April. 

 
17. Location of next AGM      Jennie noted that this was our first year since 2003 at the Longmynd Hotel - 
and with general satisfaction apparent she proposed the Club hold it’s second AGM at this location as is 
it’s normal custom.  This proposal was approved unanimously, but subject to the weather being better next 
time!  Secretary’s Note: The Incoming General Secretary will now make appropriate arrangements for 
next year’s CSC AGM at this same location.  

  
18. Any Other Business      Ron Bishop asked that Callum Beverage’s logical and well-publicised pro-
posal for the Club’s Committee and AGM Minutes to be routinely placed in it’s Website for all to see now 
be adopted.  After an extended discussion, no real objections to this proposal were apparent, and it was 
subsequently approved unanimously. Carole Chitty also suggested that short summaries of such Commit-
tee and AGM Minutes be likewise published in the “Flat Out” for the benefit of members without internet 
access.     This proposal was also passed unanimously. Phillip Costin-Kelly suggested that the Club’s ex-
isting mast-head showing that the CSC was “the Club for all Lightweight Cyclecars” should be used at 
every opportunity to widen the Club’s appeal.  Alan Peacock advised that Roy de Bois would be making a 
video record of the Club’s 25th Anniversary celebrations, with any profits being passed to charity. To uni-
versal acclaim, Ken also proposed a vote of thanks to John Fowler for all his efforts on behalf of the Club 
over recent years.          
 
There being no further business and with time pressing, Jennie advised that the Spares Fair would be held 
immediately after lunch. She also wished everyone a good trip home before closing the Meeting at 
13:00hrs. 

 
                                         Dr John Fowler, Outgoing General Secretary      28 March 2013 
Amended:                       Carole Chitty, Membership Secretary 19 April 2013 
 
Countersigned:               Jennie White, Chairman   
 
Howard Smith, Incoming General Secretary       
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Although I don’t do much in the way of 
model engineering I occasionally go to the 
Midlands Model Engineering Exhibition to 
buy bits and pieces for the workshop.  Al-
though I know John Walker is a keen 
model engineer it never crossed my mind 
that he would be there. I only found out 
when he sent in the Cotswold Chat be-
cause he had seen what I had seen - not 
that you could miss it - standing in the en-
trance hall.  A Giant Meccano Car. 
 
Model engineering is usually about mak-
ing things smaller than the original but this 
was how to do it differently.  Take a car 
and  make a Meccano model of it and the 
result is usually about a foot long.  Make a 
Meccano car life size and you need big 
Meccano.  Derek Waghome has done just 
that.  What a car.  Big enough for two peo-
ple. 

 
John Walker 
must take the 
credit for the 
f ron t  page 
photo and the 
two photos on 
the Cotswold 
Chat page.  
These other 
photos are from 
the builder him-
self along with 
a short expla-

nation of why it was built: 

The picture of the nut and screw/bolt gives 
you an idea of the difference in size. A lot 
of people have a problem getting their 
heads around  this, 49 times the area, 343 
times the volume. The weight is variable 
depending on what material I am using. 
 
The model engineering exhibition at the 
Meridian Exhibition Centre was a great 
success, and the trike was well photo-
graphed. Quite a few people wondered 
where the spanner and screwdriver were, 
I had intended to make them months ago 
but life got in the way, so I have just com-
pleted the drawings and will post the re-
sult later” 
 
So that’s it.  Sort of a reverse model 
really.  Made your day just looking at it.  
Imagine the reaction if it were taken  to 
Stoneleigh 

                            Geoff 

Giant Meccano Car 
“I didn't realise it at the time, but my life 
was to take on a new direction. I always 
wanted to be different, so building the trike 
in Meccano was the  answer. I went into 
the workshop and had a measure up, it 
was quickly obvious it wasn't going to  
work so I cut it up the trike I was working 
on and started again, and this time with 
Meccano as my sole objective.  
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Area Representatives 
 

 North Thames:      Vic Braybrook                       1 Fishermans Close, Upwood, Ramsey 
                                 01487 208927                       Huntingdon, Cambs    PE26 2PW   
                                 
    South                    Steve Parrish                       16 Ivor Close, Holbury, Southampton 

                                 02380 892071                      Hants. SO45 2NY 
                                                                             E-mail   stevejan@talktalk.net 
 
  South West:            Pat Dawes                           55 Pedlars Grove Frome Somerset 
                                01373 461589                       BA11 2SX 
  
  Cotswolds:             John & Rachel Walker          23 Redwing Close, Stratford-on-Avon 
                                01789 266065                       Warwickshire. CV37 9EX 
                                                                           jgwal@btinternet.com 
 
 S. Wales:                Peter Watts                        The Old Vicarage 
                                01554 820620                    Mwrwg Rd, Llangennech 
                                                                           Llanelli.  SA14 8YW 
                                                                           peterhwatts@hotmail.com 
  
North East:              Contact                               Don Dalton, 12 Brentwood, Leyburn 
                               01969 622453                       N. Yorks DL8 5EP   
                                                                           donald.dalton@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 East Midlands:        Jim & Joy Barry                   164 Polwell Lane, Barton  
  Midshires               01536 724512                      Seagrave, Kettering, Northants  
  (Sub  Group)                                                      NN15 6UB 
  
  North West:            Malcolm Hopwood                67 Station Road,  
                               01253 854363                      Thornton Cleveleys 
                                                                           Lancs.   FY5 5HZ                                   `          
                      
  Scotland:               Callum Beveridge                 47 Old Mill Lane, Inverness,  
                                01463 2317                         Highlands  IV2 3XP    
                                                                           callum@bevs.org       
  
  North Wales & West Midlands                           Vacant 
  West Midlands:      01384 567804                       West Midlands,                     
 
  Northern               Raymond Lloyd                    19 Monaville Av, Lisburn, Co.Antrim, 
  Ireland                   02892 587156                        Northern Ireland BT28 2DF             
 
 East Anglia:            Dennis Page                         The Buntings, Ringsfield Corner, Weston
                                01502 713498                       Beccles, Suffolk   NR34 8LA 
 
 East Midlands:        David Field                          Warren House, 24 Cherry Tree Lane 
 (East Coast Sub-Group)  01522 753372               Nettleham, Lincoln, Lincs. LN2 2PR 
 
 North Wales:          Contact: Bob Lloyd              The Oaks, Preston Gubbles Rd. Bomere 
                                01939 290216                       Heath, Nr Shrewsbury, Shropshire  
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Citroen Specials Club Regalia 
           Product                                                   Price per item 
 
Boyer Bransden Ignition Dual Output Coil…..        £39.50 
Boyer Bransden ignition  Kit…………………..         £24.50 
Oil cooler feed adaptors (pair)………………..            £5.50 
Breather Reed valve…………………………..            £25.00 
Oil Filter Cover…………………………………              £3.00 
Sets Exhaust/Rocker Cover nuts……………             £6.50 
Stainless steel Car badge……………………              £7.50 
Self Adhesive Club Logo badge…………….              £1.30 
Windscreen Sticker…………………………..               £1.00 
Embroidered Club Badge……………………               £4.00 
Enamel Lapel Badge………………………...                £2.50  
Sweatshirts………………………..                              £15.00 
Polo Shirts ……………………………….                     £13.75 
Baseball caps………………………………..                £7.00                     
                                       
Zip neck fleece…………………….…                          £18.00 
Full zip fleece (unlined)………….                             £22.00 
Full zip fleece (lined)………………..                          £25.00 
 
Cast Metal badges…………………………..                 £2.50 
Magazine Binders……………………………                £4.00 
Mugs………………………………………….                   £2.00 
Lomax Books………………………………..                  £8.95 
 
 Prices do not include Postage or Packing 
 
For Order or Enquiries please contact: 
 
Lynda Kiley  (Regalia Sales Rep) 
 
Tel:  07791 247469 (evenings or weekends) 
 
lynda.kyley@icloud.com 
 
14 Spencer Close 
Exmouth 
Devon 
EX8 4LP 
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As usual before the Lomax went for 
its MOT I checked it over to make 
sure there would be no problem get-
ting a ticket for it.  One of the obvious 
checks was the tyres, tread depth and 
pressure.  I also remembered an arti-
cle in the magazine about tyres and 
the fact they do have finite life.  The 
ones on the Lomax have covered 
13,000 miles and still have a good 
amount of tread on them but I worked 
out they are thirteen years old which 
means they probably need throwing 
away.  Then I found this article in the 
Telegraph Motoring of September 
21st which I thought might be useful: 
 
Have you ever considered the age of 
your tyres?  Or indeed the tyres you 
buy? 
 
Interestingly, tyres don’t have a use-
by date but even if the tread depth is 
still legal, they are only good for a pe-
riod before their performance starts to  
deteriorate. 
 
The article goes on to quote Steve 
Howat,  Technical Service Manager of 
Continental Tyres who says: 
 
 “Tyres might last for 15 years, or 

age-related cracking might occur 
much younger than that.  When this 
happens the tyre’s integrity can be 
damaged and it can fail” 
 
“It’s all down to how the tyre is used.  
They’re like people: They need to 
have a good workout to remain in tip-
top condition.” 
 
Considering my Lomax thirteen year 
old tyres I thought this may be inter-
esting but the article then went on to 
say; 
 
How does this affect tyre buyers?  
Well, the younger the tyre you buy the 
more life it will have in it.  You can tell 
this by a panel on the side of every 
tyre.  There are four figures usually 
preceded by the letters DOT.  The fig-
ures denote the week number and the 
year the tyres were  manufactured.   
 
How long before our beloved Euro-
pean Union realise here’s another 
way to harass the motorist. 
 
Set a use before date on tyres and 
make it part of the MOT 
                                Desmond 

WIFE              There is trouble with the car. It has water in the  
                        carburettor. 
HUSBAND     Water in the carburettor?  That's ridiculous.  
WIFE              I tell you the car has water in the carburettor. 
HUSBAND     You don't even know what a carburettor is. I'll       
                        check it out. Where's the car? 
WIFE              In the pool.  

Best Before 
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Being abandoned by Anne and Bert 
Is this the end of the Red Baron? 

Registered as a Citroen Dyane Sports 1975 (HCX 466N) 
MOT till March 2014 and taxed 

This vehicle is in  the South Western Algarve, Portugal 
 

Rear- engined  unique model built by a Rolls Royce Engineer.  
Retains second gearbox at front. Bodywork in Aluminium.  

Radiator, Headlights, 
Windscreens, Mirrors, 

Sidelights from Riley Sport  
Beautiful two horse mascot  

all in brass.   
 Gear change from Mini 

Cooper.  
Dashboard has Riley Imp 

dials.  
Tacho isn’t functional.   
Handbrake in aluminium and brass  is decorative. 

 Four inboard drum brakes.  
new 11" flat D steering wheel in Black suede for easy 

entry. Option of 15 "  
                                    removable wood rim steering wheel . 

New Tyres ,and. Master cylinder/ fluid and front 
brake cylinders.  

New  seatbelts. New matching Tonneau in 
double duck. 

New, unused light tow-bar and electrics.  
Optical only fuel gauge on 3 gallon tank.   
A Cruise Control hand operated lever. 

A useful suitcase rack, as no real storage area. 
Small tool box storage to front.  

The colour is BRG with variations.  
Good engine access hatch. Seating warmed by engine!  

.Rebuilt rear mudguard brackets. Engine oil and filter renewed.  
Lots of photos available . 

Prospective  buyer offered Caravan accom-
modation for few  

days in popular seaside area.  
Road regulations here forces sale. 

 
£4,500 ono. 

 
E mail Aidanbremner@ yahoo.com    

 or Tel:  00351 282 764783 

I’d like to sell my Citroen  
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Correspondence 

Insurance quotes:- I received a re-
newal notice from Footman-James (I 
have insured with them almost 20 
years). The renewal quote was 
slightly inflated so I followed advice 
and sat down with flat-out and rang 
around. Most policies offer more than 
my needs (breakdown legal etc). I am 
dismayed to discover that these 
‘extras’ are rarely optional. However, 
undaunted, I stuck by my guns and 
received 10 out of 13 quotes. My re-
q u i r e m e n t : - 
‘unmodified’ Lomax 
224, 602cc, 3000 
miles annual mile-
age, sole driver 
male  for years, no 
accident convictions 
last 5 years, social 
domestic and com-
mute, other car 
available, garaged 
at address, no 
alarm, no tracker, 
no foreign travel, 
excess as per their 
std policy, fully 
comp, and agreed 
value £2500 when 
asked. Surprisingly 
the Footman-James 
came out as the 

most expensive, approaching double 
my minimum quote. I decided I 
shouldn’t continue with Mr Footman 
James. Having received two snail-
mail reminders I rang them to say I 
wouldn’t be renewing, they thanked 
me and noted my refusal. I then re-
ceived two further snail reminders and 
was distraught to discover I had been 
charged for the call  I had made 
(premium number). The hidden costs 
of doing business, no wonder they are 

Some prose that you could use as a filler in Flat Out editor’s choice (Insurance and 
follow on)  Although mine is a four wheeled cycle-car I hope that this won’t stand me in 
bad stead . 
 
I enclose a graph of the relative costs for insurance and a picture of the car completing 
a recent run, apparently I am the one entrant that has done all the runs since they 
started. 
 
If you use the photo (downscaled!) please can you acknowledge the photographer –
Club  Photographer - D. Kent NMGOC 
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Next October we should be saying 
‘Goodbye’ to the Tax Disc. Tax discs 
have been rendered obsolete with the 
digital database available to the police 
and DVLA. As well as removing the vis-
ual tax indicator, the new system will al-
low a monthly direct debit payment sys-
tem. For the privilege, expect to pay an-
other five per cent over the normal price 
of 12 months VED, but the cost of taxing 
your car in two lots of six months is likely 
to drop by five per cent too.  
 

The changes to vehicle tax are expected to be implemented from October 
2014. The announcement comes 93 years after the first tax disc appeared, 
following the Roads Act of 1920 although the tax has actually been around 
since 1888.   

so expensive. 
 
Whilst my mileage is low it is 
even lower now I have for-
saken the Lomax for my daily 
commute. I have been lucky to 
have been allowed on the an-
nual runs of a couple of local 
MG Owners’ Clubs. One run 
at the beginning of the season 
(May) and one at the end 
(Sept).  I did the very first Nor-
wich MG Owners Club Memo-
rial Run last century. Their 
‘TULIP’ routes include airfields and 
memorials and often traverse ‘private’ 
estates. I was presented with a spe-
cial award on completing their 10th 
run (amongst a few others who had 
completed them all). Their largest, 
most entrants,  run started on the run-
way of the then active RAF base 
(Coltishall), they reportedly had 330 
entrants that day. This picture depicts 

me arriving at the finish of the 15th 
Memorial (2013) run with their web-
site caption of ‘Our longest Supporter 
Well Done’. The car is well known in 
the area:- both for its driver, oft refer-
enced as Toad (of Toad Hall), and for 
its exhaust note!!! (the car’s). 
 
                             David Williams 

Goodbye Tax Disc  
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I used  to be  the Club’s  first Southern Sec‐
tion  representative  before  it  was  divided 
into  two and  continued  in  this position as 
South East Rep for a number of years until I 
sold my Lomax.  I was also at the first AGM 
at  Stoneleigh  all  those  years  ago, where  I 
met and befriended for the first time some 
of  your  existing  senior  members,  Carole 
and Peter Chitty etc.    I was also a  founder 
member  of  the  Kent  Kit  Car  Club  at  this 
time,  but  let  my  CSC  membership  lapse, 
after  building  the  first  of my  non‐Citroen 
based  single  seat  specials.   However  for  a 
couple of years now I have been  interested 
to find out what happened to my Lomax.  I 
have been on the DVLA website and there 
is no record of it on their system.  The chap 
who  I sold  it to, a Chris Handly, also a CSC 
member, unfortunately died  so  I  can’t ask 
him  where  it  went.    As  Chris  was  very 
friendly  with  CSC  members  who  live 
abroad,  especially  in  Belgium,  I was won‐
dering if the car went overseas. 
 
As I am not a member anymore I hope you 
don’t think I am being cheeky in asking you 
to please put a request  in your mag for  in‐
formation  about my  Lomax 223.    It had  a 
distinctive chromed  full  front grill with the 
chevron  emblem,  my  larger  than  usual 
homemade  aero  screens,  a  burr  walnut 
dash,  a  moulded  rear  number  plate  box 
and  a  British  Racing  Green  spray  painted 
finish.    The  engine  was  modified  with  a 
lightened  flywheel,  ported  heads with  ex‐
tensive valve gear lightening work and with 
650cc barrels.   Going downhill on the M25 
I did have  it off the speedo and calculating 

the speed by the rev counter I reckon I was 
well over  100mph.    Even  though  I  do not 
want  to  buy  it  back  I would  still  be most 
interested  to  find  out  what  happened  to 
the  car.    Its  original  registration  number 
was OKN 282M. 
 
I still see a copy of Flat Out to keep me up 
to  date  with  your  club  and  you  seem  to 
have all the same problems as ours.   How‐
ever  it  is  good  news  that  Dicky  Dawes  is 
making  a  steady  recovery  and  that Derick 
Smith  has  finally  finished  his  Tyke  2.    He 
was in Tyke 1 when we went to Brooklands 
for the first time.    I can’t believe  it’s taken 
him  nearly  twenty  years  to  complete  the 
build  and  I  used  to  rib  him  mercilessly 
when we met  at  Stoneleigh  each  year.    I 
can’t remember the dates when I organised 
the  first Brooklands  visit  as  I  gave him  all 
my  early  copies  of  Flat  Out  from  Issue  1 
onwards, with  just  a  couple of missing  is‐
sues.   Did  you  know  they were printed  at 
A4  size  to  begin  with  and  that  the  chap 
who designed the club badge, a Frank Gar‐
ret still has his Lomax, although  it has not 
been on the road for the last twenty years?  
He  lives  quite  close  to me  down  on  the 
coast in Kent and still keeps it polished, but 
the salt air is taking its toll. 
Hope you can help in finding the car for me 
and look forward to hearing about it in the 
future. 
 
Regards 
 
                                                John Nash 
      Social Secretary of the Kent Kit Car Club. 

3 Mill Fields Road 
Hythe, Kent. 
01303 269074 
nash.jns@tiscali.co.uk                                                  14th November 2013 
 

Dear Geoff    Re: Lomax that I owned many years ago 
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Rogue Traders? 

As we get older and think of trading our Specials in for  mobility scooters then be 
aware that the Office of Fair Trading (OFT) has been looking into an online price 
fixing scam for the last two years. 
 
Regulators alleged those looking for deals on up to seven of Pride Mobility 
scooters couldn’t shop around because online retailers only gave the recom-
mended price. 
 
Last month Roma Medical Aids was accused of preventing online retailers of 
even advertising their prices on websites. 
 
The OFT criticised Optimum Care Mobility for claiming it was connected to the 
NHS, was qualified to make medical judgements and made “excessively long 
sales visits to customers homes. 
 
There you go, it’s encouraging to know you are being looked after in your senior 
years,                       but the OFT go on to say: 
 
“It’s decision was a ‘provisional conclusion’ and that ‘no assumptions should be 
made’ that an actual infringement of competition law has been made.” 
 
Isn’t it nice to know we pay government departments to go round and round in 
circles and end up where they started. 
 

Play Safe and buy from a High Street Trader  
(He may take your Lomax in part exchange) 

                                                                                                 Desmond 

The chap who invented reflective ‘cats eyes’ in the middle of the road 

was inspired by seeing a cat walk towards his car one dark night.   

Had the cat been walking away from him, he would probably have  
 
Invented the pencil sharpener instead.   
 
Taken from  Flat Out No 39 - 1995 

Make your mind up 

See in the dark  - or sharpen your pencil 



 How it used to be 

From 1865 to 1878 the law stated that a man holding a red flag had to walk 60 yards (55 
metres) in front of all self-propelled locomotives on the public highway.  This picture 
taken in 1869 shows a Tasker self propelled traction engine going from the makers at 
Andover to an agricultural show in Southampton.  It is a posed photograph and the man 
is not 60 yards in front, but it is quite likely that it is the only genuine picture in existence 
taken during the period when the red flag was obligatory. 

Found this in a booklet ‘Veteran Motor Cars’ by 
Michael E Ware and thought as there are not 
many members left who remember these times 
I’d do a small article to tickle their memory. 
 
When steam first went on the road there was 
no speed limit but in 1861 The Locomotive Act 
set a limit at 10 mph and the locomotive 
needed two people to attend it. 
 
As so often happens this upset other haulage 
businesses that were the competition and in 
1865 the ‘Red Flag Act’ was introduced to 
make life difficult for locomotive owners.  A lo-
comotive would now need a three person team 
when on public roads.  One of the team was 
given the job of carrying a red flag 60 yards in 
front of the vehicle and the speed limit was set 

at 4 mph and this state of affairs lasted until 
1896. 
 
Automobiles in their infancy were also sub-
jected to the same treatment which is probably 
why the development on the motor car pros-
pered more on the continent than Britain. 
 
In 1896 the law changed and the man with the 
red flag was no longer needed and the speed 
limit raised to 12 mph.  The owners of the few 
cars on the road celebrated by driving (as best 
they could) from London to Brighton.  This run 
has come to be known as the Veteran Car run 
and continues today every November (until it’s 
stopped under Health and Safety laws).  The 
first run was called the Emancipation Run. 
                                      Desmond 


